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TOPONYMIC PROFILE OF THE SOUTHERN CARPATHIANS

Probleme de Geografle =~ . : Ion Conea
Problems cf Geogrevyr/, :
Vol II, 1955, Bucharest, .

Pages 1;,3-1/C

The corplete occupied surface of the earth is covered with
a sgreen of geographic names, Not ons of thess names was given

by chance and each of tnem has a meaning and a significance.

The toponymlc screen \dq.ch éoyam the territoryl of
Rumanis is not only very righ, but at the same t.ix.m, it is
wc:renely varied. This is true rot only in regard to linguistic
orizin but also in regard to the physiecogeographic, economic
geographic, and historic social ma.ning. The large nunber of
toponyms in the territory of ths Rumanian People's Raimhlie

‘ shows us how mush ocur people are linked to the earth from
whence they sprang and were developed. To';::;xyms.mre born
in the framework of the modes of produstion which succeeded
one another in the oc .“se of history on Runanian scil and
in the fremework of .ertain conditions of human inter-

relationships.

Our obligation .s to decipher the meanings of these
toponyus, in order to -econstitute the conditions (natural
and social economic) ln which they came into being, to class-
ify them acoording to their importance, and to give the:a a

proper scientifio interpretation,

Some of ther rhow us how, wdthin the nlat‘.icns of the
production of a given historical epoch, ths psopls began to use

terms for certain areas (such are all topenyrs which signify

~

~.
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deforestation: rune Joutting down the trees near a pasture/,

oursturs /clsaning stups out of s fisly/, «arina /an area

where the forest has been cut and anciher forest hns zrown qp].

et¢). Others help us in reestablishing the old networks of

roads in Runania: "druml olaculul” /stagecoach roed/, "druml

sariiv @zﬂpy n:'.g7. druaul allor” [a_hoop road], etc, Others

tell us of the ourrents and directions of the -igrations of

the psopls (as, for exanple, the names of the settlewents in

the Pstrossni Jepression which are derived fro: Tara Hategului).

Others tell us about flora and fauna elersnts which no longer

exist (Brebi, Briboasa, Bourul, Zimbrul, etc). Others char-

acterige the form of the terrain in ¢ single word (as, for

exarple, the names of the Pieiul (little boy) ountains). Some

tell nus about the old occoupations of the populatim from

certain points or places (Podari [;cannqer_s]. Stupardi /bee-hive .
keepors/, "Cremenari", Others in the end quite equally consti- )
tute doouments concerning the ethnogeny o the Rusanian pecple

(3chei, Pecenesaga, Comsna, sta).

The study of the toponyy of a country is o diffieult
and complex task which can ~nly be acco:plished by collaboration
betwsen linguists, historians, ami geographers. In his recent
work, ;s _de lo ati blica Populara Remins
/Rumanian place names in the Rumanian People's Republig/,
nocadenician Iorgu Iordan acknowledged that under certain aspects
"the study of toponymy ... presents great difficulties, which

do not seem to 8 to be about to be overcowe" (1) (pa-e XVII),

The zeneral scientific session of the Acadey of the
faanian People?s Republic in Mareh 1951, exphasiszed the grent

1 portance which n topony:de study has for Ru-anin, especizlly
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for the explanation of the historical formation and evolution

of the Rumanian people {2).

Today a group of :s:bers and collaborators of the Histori-
cal Institute of the Acade:sy of the Ruzanian Peoplet!s Republic
is working on the extraction of toponyms from the voluwes of
historieal docunents published in recent years, while the
Linguistic Institute is also preparinz to start on a study of
the toponymy of Rumania, within the area of thelr cornpetence.

In this taskthe Linguistic Institute is also plamning to soliecit

the collaboration of the gzeographers.

Moving on to the subject of ocur thesis, we will say froa
the berinning that the toponyny of Rumania's :owntnains is dis~
tinguished {rom the topony=y of the other large units of the
relief of our country by the faet that for the moat part it is
gonposed of the nares of mountains (oronywic) and the natas
of rivers (hydromyuic), with the nauwes of mu-an setilevents
being, except for the provinces, either totally abaent or
very few. The topony:y of the Ru-anian Carpathiins thus has
its principal linguistic origins in 2 langusges, namsly Latin
and Slavie, while the lingulstic origin of the topory=y of
the hills, plateaus, and especially of the plains is ruch more
corplex. We must also keep in mind the fact that the topory—y
of our mountains was created either by the static population of
the linterior depression or more especially hy the population
froo the area of the lower depression, who lived in perwenent
contact with the zowntains and who utilised the natural riches

of the nountains,

In the follewing we will cross ths Southern Carpathisns

4 ties and we wlll exanine for eagh the oraony=s and hydrony:s
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which we encowmter. In other wordas we will exscute 4 topomy:ic

mrofiles.

The profiles will be executed for the following distances
and directions: 1. Froxm the issue of the Gllort (south) fro: the
nountains, over the Paring Mountains and the Sebss Mowntains
to the issus of the Sebes River (north) fro~ the ountains;

2. from Titesti, from under the Cozia Moumtains (south), over
the Fazaras Mowmtains as far as the Olt "country™ (north); 3.
fror Maneciu Ungureni (at the issue of the Teleajen frox- the
ountains), over the Ciucas, as far as Intorsura Busaulul; and
4. from Intorsura Busaulud (north) as far as Nenolas (socuth)
in the valley of the Busau River.

I, FROM THE ISSUE OF THE GILCRT (SOUTH) FROM THE MOUNTAINS
TO THE ISSUE OF THE SEBES (NORTH) FROM THE HOUNTAINS
The highway called "Druml Republiciin™ leaves from Novacl
towards the north in order to eross the Carpatblans disgonally,
It crosses the 3Southern Carpathians at the point where they
are the wldest, As the crow flies this distance is about 80

k#. On the hizhway the distance is 10¢ ku,

Wo males the important statexant at the very begzinning
of the road that in part of the area ths psople call the whole
southern slope of the mountains "plai, ! beginning below fro:
the depression and up to the alpine aren. The word is used in
the sense which the Greek term placion and the Latin ter:
plazdu-., fro. which we derive the word "plai, " hrs had for
2,000 years, nanely mountain slope, Just as i-portant to
o 8 ber is the fact that the ter. "plai"™ has an econo.ic

ewmin:, ™Ml 3ny tplai' for all terrmin which extends frv L:w
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villages below up Lo the moumtain area, either huy msadows
with shelters or only forestz" (Learned fro- Satul Rugd (Craiova
Province, Tg. Jiu Rayon).

At the 1,200-1,300 m altitude appear the first ™aountains®
in the popular sense of the term, that 1s, the first pasture
areas, a dnd of large meadow in the niddle cf beech forests.
These however are not slpine area mountains, that is, mountains
properly spoksn of, but rather mountains of the Mtara,” /[See
Note/ or rmountains in the bssch forest. At 2 1,400 = altitude
we find the firat true mountains in the popular sonse of the
word., Thsy rre large parts of alpine areas descendins fro- the
upper pesks and penetrating into ths coniferous forests in the
for:: of peninsulas of meadows. Thus the 1lixnit between these
forests and the upper alpine areas is not a straight line, but
rather a sigsag line of reciprocal interpenetration between the
true mountains and the fir forest. Ailso the smooth upper sw-
facez of the alpine areas are Mlarge owntains! to the people,
In this way the notion of mountains in the strietly popular
sense corresponds to the geographers? notion of alpine areas
(pastures). 3i:dlarly, just as the ™plai® does, the colloquial
mountain also has an oconomic¢ notlon. "Plaif is the hay meadow
ard the forest. The mountain is the pasture. Toponyry is a
creation of the people and we must study it as such. (/Fote/
For the mountain people "tara" is any low region (intrasucntane
or submontane depression or, tore properly, plain) covered with
fields and villages. Consequently by "mountains ore of the
ttara?’ we mmst san the —ountains nsarest to the villages and

fields of a sub-Carpathian depression.)

~.
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Up to Rinca Mountain (1,550 =), we pasa near Cerbul,
Cornmesul, and Dilbonul mountains., DBefore us, dus north, rises
Mount Papusa, which the ioad of the Rspublic ascends in ser-
pentine ocurves to a height of 2,120 m. From Papusa or, even
better, from Mount Igoiul, which is situnted more towarda the
east on the right side of Latorita, ths view on all sides
extends over the most extensive alpins pasture area in the
whole Ruannisn Carpathians. Seeing it, you understand why in
the past and today our country has had in the Paring and Ssbes
mountains its nost intensely shephered Carpathians.

Here 1:; a llat of the nares of mountains known by
shepherds from the sheeo pens in the aren of the springs of

lotrol, latorita, and Oltet.

Balul, Boarnesul, Coasa Benghii, Bolamul, Bora, Buha,
Capra, Gllcescu, Carbunarea, Carbunele, Catalinul, Cerbul,
Cibanul, Ciora, Coasta Crainiculul, Coriciul, Comesul, Cotisul,
Cotisorul, Dilbanul, Dengherul, Deresul, Fintina Intului,
Florile Albe, Floriile, Fratostamul,Galbina ("Enul®), Gruiul,
Hulusul, Iasul (Iesul), Igoiul, Larga, licuriciul, Mindra, Micaia,
Mirul Mare, Mirul Mie, Molidvisul, Mogosul, Muntiorul, Nedeiul,
Necovanul, Pielisa, Paraginosul, Pletrile, Plescoaia, Polana
Malerii, Praja, Pravatul, Rxdeiul, Salanels, Saracinul Mare and
Sarncirul Mie, (Mount) Scoversii (Scoverga), Soradn, Satea Mare
wnd Setea Mice, Slaveiul, Slimaiul, S:dda-Mare and 3mida Mica,
stefanul, Tirmpels (Timpa Mare and Ti:pa Mlca), Tartaraele (we
actunlly have 3 uountains wdth the nase Tartaraul), Tausul,
Te.na, Tidvels (Tigvele), Tolanul, Twrcinul, Tapul, Urun Boulut
{cne of the sunll :ow.tains, ore A ™ara" ~ountain), Volsana,

canoa cn, amnd Lanogutia,
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In total there are 70 names of mountains,

A more detailed study shows that about 50% of these na—es
are of anthropony:dec origin, that is, cosring frox the names of
perscns. They are the names ~f formsr sheepherders of thase
nownmtains. The name Corieiul, for example, comes from the
personal name Coric (whieh is still encountered today at
Burbesti da Jiu)., The ~axe of Catea (existent today in the
onomasticon of Banat), and the names Lasul, Mirul, Mogosul,
Radedul, Slaveiul, Stefanul, Tausul, ard perhaps Cibanul /See
Not,g7 form: part of this category. Of all of these orony=s 4
are the naimes of villages which were ruled over in the "Devalmasie®
of the Corsorul, Igoiul, Licuriciul, and Serada »ountains, All
of the othars are geographical na-ms, properly speaking, that
1s, they were given according to the aspect (for:), color,
fauna, or vezetation of the mountains. The naue of Nedeiul
or Nedeiz, which is of Slavic crigin, recalls the old Carpathian
"sartering of daughters™ which still goes on today in some parts
of the Pering and Sebes mountains (not that all of these respect-
ive nowuntains should be named Nedeln). The name of Mount
Floriile near the sources of the BEast Jiu is interesting. From
hi.storioal docunents we find that many of the orony:s with
their orizins in onomasticons have a limited existence. Many
ti-es whan the mountain passes into the possession of a new
ruler, he changes &3 naze, First the ruler; then the nam,
(ﬁot@] Mount Cibanul (not Ciobanul) is located northeast of
Pardng Peak, near Oblrsia Lotraluil, A secnd Mount Cibanul and
a Ci.am) Brook are located in the 3ebes Mountains to the rizht
of the Sebes River not far fror the 1ssws of this river frox

the -~owntrins,)

~—
~
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It i3 easy to recogniae that the nrmes of .ountains which
‘¢ from perswas ~u TAVe &t SI05U Lne T1Me Wik Private
P serty appearsd . ~ 1 .dng the period of the disintegration
of the primitive commmity,.

Finslly the nunber of ancuastic oronyss increases to the
extent of the developmnent of slave production relations, if all
of the conditions are more favorabls for this. The 2 followdng
historical periods, the fewdal and the capltalistic, also
favored ths birth and preservation of anormastic oronyas becauss
the continued developnent of the Carpathian pasturelsnd Progress—
ively caused the entire surface of the alpine pastures to be
swallowed up by an » ~n larger nwiber of o\mm and to be
divide‘ up accordin. iy into many more "moﬁntainn,“ each with

its own nawe (of tl.s respecive owner).

Another fact easy to recognisge is that b§t§m slavery,
-he names of the mountains had to be na~es of geographic
¢ .apracterigation, nawes liks Te:nn, Nopteasa, and Carbunarea.
Finally in socialisw, when private ownership of the means of
production disappeared, the cmo*.ast,ic orony::s coxing fro:.. the
names of the former owners becane anachronistic. Instead there
nppeared - new category of ocnomastic oronyme couding fro: the
nues of ..a of science, froc herces of labor, etc.

In his work, Narcismyl si problemsls linguistieit /Marcis:
and linmdstic Problems/, I. V. Stalin showed that no people
are formed 'rom a siigle stock or from a singie race of wen.
Thess ™l iple origins of the peopls are inscribed not only

in heir ' iguages cut also in thelr tLopomyny.

- -
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What do the numerous crony:s of the Paring and Sebes

mountains tell us in regan’ to the origin of the Ru-anian people?

T!;aui names are almost exclusively of 2 origins, Latin

and Slavic.. - For example, names of aountains with (their) origin

in ths Laiin lexioon of the Rumanian langunge are Carbunarea,

Floxd.ils, Nopteasa, ete, at a tie when orony:s such as Pravatul

and Texma had their origin in its Slavic lexicon. The topony—y

of the Paring and Sebes mountains betrays an intimate "Rusanisn-

Slavie symbiosis." Soms of the orony:s have a Latin root and

a Slavie suffix, for example, Micaia. Others have a Slavie root
and a8 Latin suffie, for examples, Slimoiul. This explains the

fact that in addition to the orony: Nopteasa, we also have

the oronym Texna which signifies the same thing (dark -ountain),
saying it in the same rerse. The last 2 oronyms very probably

date from the spoch of Latin-Slavic bilingualis: in Ruiwanian

history, just bafore the tenth and eleventh centuriss, when it

wa3s considered that the Slav population in Rumnania ‘had been

assimilated .y the indigenous peoples. Finally the fact that in
a docussnt ¢ 1502 (3) we find uentlon of the na:es of the Ivamma

and Subsrma : omtains (obviomlf.y Slavis nanes which no longer

exist todiv: among the nanes of other mountains near the sources

of the Citet shows us that in the more distant historic past

Slavie oror ms appeared to have also been more nusrous.
these facts _how us that the rols of the Slavs in the forma-

All

tion of the Rumanisn peocple has been of particular i-portance.

In the study of toponyzy snother i.portant question is:

"How old are the respective toponyas and which are the oldeat?™

This qusstion is also siznificant when we spsak of the orony:s

N~
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Passing to the rncrthern s.iope £ *he . giri-s £t~ ssel
by the Road of tne Republiec, that (s, *  “"w st 7 trm . tr .
east Jiul line, we find a situntice. 82 iisr . ‘A" 7w
southern slope and of the alpine psaks (7 *ra cencer 7 ""la
Zreat orcgraphic massif, The na es cf the hishes” . 'T%eli-s
to the north of the Lotrul heve already been :ive.. in *he iis*
we supplied. The first -ountain over which the -oad cf the
Republic passes to the north of the so:rce of “he _o%rul 1is
Tartaraul. It has been said about this na-e thet it could
core from the Latin Tartarus -— "hell.m" However the ceoxraphical
naspect of the mountains with this names belle this etyroloxy
since the Tartaraul Mountains are broad oper ..cuntains without
caves or 2lacial uountain defiles. Fro: the orony s on the
right and left banks of the Sebes River, in the valley where
the Road of the Republic descends towards the north, we retain
Batrina, Rilele, Cindrelul, Conarnicelae, Costeasn, Dobra,
Fruroasa, Gropata, Grulete, lLarca, Lupsa, Mlacile, 'uncelul,
Pirva, Pletrels ailbe, Praja, Jeima, sinca, serbotn, steaun,
Tormaticul, etc., It is also observed that there orcrnr s are
either of slavic origin or Latin., 3ome are anthrcpeny lc.
Others are ssozraphical in the correct sense. Cindrelul and
Lupsa are of the first category. Lupss is a personal namre

for:ed fror the Latin Lupus plus the suffix of slavic oririn,

sa (3ee the work by N, Draganu (4), page 4L84,).

Arong the hydronyms retained are Cibanul, Blstra, ODobra,
Fru-casn, nnd jebesul (the last 2 nares being naes of one and
‘he sn-e river). The first (Cibanul), which we nlsc encounterat
.3 he niie of A ~ountain near the sources of tne lotrul, ~ppeurs

te 'he nuwd of A parson and 13 ncv onocuntored s such it - o

-1 -
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in the cnomasticon of the southsrn subslope of tha Paring
Mountains or in thes onomasticon of the northern subslope of
the Sebes Mountains. A document which is actusally half a
millenium old dves it each time in the foru of Clbanul, thus
indicating that it does not appesar to have any relationship
with the appelation cioban (shepherd). Bistra and Dobra sre
names taken from the Slavic. The nars of Sebes remains. The
fact that this river is called Frumocasa (besutiful) in the area
near the sources has caused some researchers to »alieve that
the name Sebes is derived from the Hungarian word sgep (beauti-
ful) and thus would only be a Hungarian translation of the
Ruranian nane Fruuoasa, But they have forgotten, it seers,
that one of the principal tributaries of the Sebes ls named

the Bilstra and that it is then nuch ore probable that the nams
of Sebes uay be a Hungarian translation of this 3lavic word
Bi=tra, which means *fast,” as does Sebes. (See (1), page 9-
for both hypotheses concerning the origin of the name Sebes.)
At any rate the name Sebes has come from the overflow of this
river into the Mures and as sucsh need not be considered as
anything but a local topiecal narme, that 1is, comine into beins
in the seographical area of the Sebes mountains. It has ccue

dowmnstreax to replace either Bistra or Frumcasa.

Within the toponyzy of the Sebes mountains in the
direction of our profile, we must also consider the na-es of
the separate human settlsuents on the mountain heights which
watch over the Sebes flowingz toward the Yures Valley. These
inelude Arsu, Araita, Birsana, Batrins, Cujerele, Jidostinu,
Loman, and Martania, Most of these have their origins in

erony s, that is, in the nanes of the places in which sroups

L
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ol rospesctive ecora:ies are situated. Only Cuj(i)erele shows

the place of orirsin of the populace. namsly Cujirul.

II. F20¢ TITESTI, FROM UNDER HOUNT COZIa (SOUTH),
OVER THE FAGARAS MOUNTAINS TO fTARA OLTULUI™
Titesti is one of the oldest villares of Loviates (Bresoi-~
Titestl intra-Carpathian depression). If I ¢limb fro: this
villaice up to the mountain which borders lLovistea towards the
enst, fro: here on up the road to the peaks toward Negoiul is

very easy.

The first izportant name howsver is that of Lovistea,
which 1s still alive today in the speech of the local population

as the proper nane, the pecpls?s name, for the basin.

In a collection of travel journals published at Gras in
1830 there was printed armong others a description of a trip
rade in Tara Rorineasca in 181" by a certain Ludovic von
Stuermer, Passing throush Lovictea also, he noted that
"loviste" in the speech of the local population means Mpit or
trench with fish.” If this reference correspords to the
facts, it means that the nane Lovistea, which has been applied
to the Bresoli-Titestl depression from the time of the establish~
rent of the Tara Rominsascas, need not be considered as an
official naze which came by way of the Slavic chancery of the
rovernment of thet tie and was irposed by the adrinistrative
orpans of a people who did not know what "loviste™ :eant, but
rather, it was first of all a live word in the langurse of the

loecal populntion which the officials could do nothing other

than adopt.

-13 -
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Frox the toponyus in the Titestl area the followins are
worthy of being retained: Fata lui Sfintu Ilie (a flat level
area in the outskirts of the village, under a ridpe), Cetateaua,
Dealul or Virful Tatarului, Oca (a forested ridge) and
especlally Tarurea.

Fata lul 5fintu Ilie is the name of the place at Titesti
where on 20 July the annunl basaar of Lovistea is held. local
tradition says that this bagaar is nothing but the nedeia
(vartering of daughters) which was held in ancient times on
Heunt Fata 1wl Sfintu Ilie from northeast of Levistea and which
for about 200 years has coms down to Titesti., We will come
back again in reference to tris gensral carrying down of the
ancient bartering of daughters from the mowuntains "into the
plain.™ The nane of Oca is interssting and enigratic (this
is the name for a ridge with forests, but it is possible that
at aome tl-e the naxe was also applied to the nearby brook).
Confronted with this narme, the geographer immedlately thinks
of the name of the Oka River, a tributary of the Volga, which,
as we are told by academician E. Petrovici, the German Slavieist
M, Wasmsr has derived from the sane prototype which should also
be suitable for the base of the Latin word aqua. Howsver, if
ws presuppose that Oca of Lovistea is the same as Oka of the
‘oscow region, we would conclude that thes former is one of
the ancient Slavic toponyms of lovistea, but we would be able
to say that the orizin of this word was also from the angient
aqua and, finally passing through the Slavic filter, reached
the (fors: of) Oca in the sawe way that Aluta, passing through

the same filter, came frox: Olt. Interesting also is the ornny:
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Cetateaus (the name of a height in the margin of the very

ancient road of Lovistea which connects Transylvania with

Muntenia in the direction of Curtsa~de-=Ayges., This na-e

probably calls to mind a castle which formerly watched over

this road in the Titesti region). Virful Tatarului is also an

oronyr: with a probable hlstorical simificance. The mcst

interesting however is the name Tarurea. This is the name of

ths part of the dejection cone, downstrean of the village, on

which Titestl stands. Actually the local populace never says

only Tarurea, but rather always say "In Tarure" (the second tern

being considered however as a proper nams), Similarly, they

nsaver say "Ps Tarurs,”

tassistance in the solution of obscure toponymws,® wrote

V. Bogrea in 1921, ™mst be gulded by historicil documents.,

These docurents often offer an archalec, primordial, or at least

an intermediate for- which denounces the origin. Moreover

without them the most plausibly appsrent etyscologzies can

actually be fnlse, and reversely the most nonverisiilitudinous

can be actual proof™ (5).

Just such a special case is presented by the toponyu

"In Tarure."” Historical documsnts of Titestl village show us

that the aotual "In Tarure" is nothing but a deformation in

the spesech of the local populace of the mmgh older and geo-

zraphically pure nace "lntre Riurin @tmn d.vorg. These

docu~ents mention the part of the terrain which is in truth an

interfluvianl area of the confluence., Conssquently it is a

na @ fro. o very old geographic nanme born fro:: the Latin

lexdcon of the Mmanian language ind which is still et with

{11 ~ther parta of R ania,

- 15 ~
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The o8t lxportint oruomyms along the road to Negolul are
Arsurd, Bllceriu, Grosate, Lewrda, Morrinto {(all nn-es of "hills,"
*hat is, of heights up to 1.300=1,400 ::, predecessors of the
wountains, properly speaking, as in the regiar of the first
profile). Frot here on we sncounter the following narss of
nountains: 1. frox this place and as far as under the northerr
end of the Fagares Mountains, approxi.ately between 1,400 and
2,200 = kigh: Bajsnea, Calugarul, Ciortea, Cloarecul, Clabucetul,
Coasta, Cogla /Soe Note/, Daescul, Gruiul de Pravat, Fata lui
Sfintu Iiie, Leul, Marginea, Misgavul, Mesteacanmul, Titescul,
and Zanoaga; 2. on the southern face of the peak, properly
spsaking: Boia, Budislavul, Cocoriciu, Cotii (pecpls say:
the cheese-dairy of Coti, that is, fro: the Cotddi Mountains),
Fatul, Grohotisul, Miclausul, Negoiul, Olamul, Prislopul,
Seara, and Stiruinocasa; 3. on the northern face of the peak,
towards Tara Oltului: Avrigelul, Clabucetul, Puha, Sarata,
Surul, and Serbota. (/Note/ Properly speaking, Cosia is not
on our road, intercepting it froz south of Lovistea, It ias
however one of the most well lmown and :ost frequently encount-
ered names of mountains in the life of the people of this
region, snd for this reason we ocoupy ocurselves below with its

na~e. )

The name of Momt Coxia is an interesting cass and’ for
this reason we will contimus on this subjeot azong others in
ordsr to show just how necessary reliable geograpnical docu-
mentation is in the establish-ent of the correct ordgin of a
toponym. It has been asserted that the ordgin of the nawe of
ths Cosia aonastery on the shore of the Oltul :mst be scught
in the Pechensg or Cu:an word kog (walmut; in Rusanian: rmea)

-14 =
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(1) (pame 72), b ause origincil " uonastery was called
Nucetul, but the documsnt of 1387 already used the actusl naxe
Cosia, whose source is the Turkish kog ™walmut®™ (1) (page <2).
One rust then point out that: "One does not speak however of
a Turkish word properly spealdng (that is, Osmanli), because

nt the end of the fourteenth century there did not exist in our
lansuaze 2 sinrle lexical eiememv of Pachens or Cunan origin

(1) (pare <2).

We belleve that the nn:e of Zogla for the ronestory in
qusstion is not a translation o .f.:ona.stéry's =uch older
nesze of Nucetul, the identity of :eaning in kos-nueca being
nothins but a chance coincidence, Moreover we are not abls
to understand the translation of the nare fron Rumenian
(Nuoetul) into Cuman or Pecheneg (kos-Cosin) at a time {1387)
when both of the respecilve Turanian peoples had already been
assiilated and when kor could not have been substituted in
any case for thes autochthonous Nucet, especially since this

nane had been used in the docusents os the nawe of the :onastery.

The new nane of Coria has tskan rhs place of the pri.ordial
lucet for a reasor which wa will ca'l geographic. The relirious
establishnent of Mircea is actual.y slturted "at the feet"
of Mount Cosisr (we <ay Mat the feet"” even though this -ountain
is loanted on the (pposite shore cf the Oltul). we :mst ad.d¢
truthfully that *.wx nae f Cosia f:r the :ountain would have
to b+ ach older :.n the na:e of “omla for the .onnstery. Cosia
is u aplendid -ow.tzin wih .1 do dnates the surroundin- area ant
which not only hes its gre .t irport> .5 in reo.raphy and

recl sy, but at t! samo t. @ has il:psaed the population at
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the feet of the rountain by its appe:rance of baing » powerful

mountain and of being isclated from *he rest of tie mountains,

This being so, the connotation is that frorn the inception
of the monastery th: name (Nucetul) was replaced by the na-e
of Cosia (the mountain) just beoause of its proximity to it,

a proximity which could even have bsen one of the rain causes

why Mircea built the monastery in this place.

In this aiturtion the thing that remains to be explained
is *he name of the tountain, It seens certain that it has i%s
oririn in the Slavic kosa (goat; in Rumanian Moapra"), par-
ticularly since in the Carpathians we also have mountains with

ths name of Capra (ever here in the peaks of the Fagaras).

It is interesting that this profile does not heve such a
1a§-gv % of anthroponymic oronyms as the first 2 profiles,
Razrfd'leas of whether they are anthroponymic or gsographic,
most of these oronyms ha 2 a Latin phonexe, followed b 2
3lavie phcneme. The nar « of Miclaﬁsul has a Hungarian sppear-
ance. Its origin is de:iiltely in the personal name Miclaus,
the Rumanian form of the Hungarian Mielos. In other words it
is a question of a Ru.and n toponym with all the appearance

of a Hungarian one.

We retain from the remainder as more important Fata lui
Sfintu Ilie and Gruiul de Pravat., The former is the name of the
mountain (about 2,200 m in height) upon which, in the past, the
Carpathian bassar of the regicn was held and which is ranked
next to the oronyn Nedela, from ihe preceeding profile, in its
signifioance and social historical irportance., Similarly, a
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profiles 1s the crony: Pravat, 4™ its cririn oin '@ ilavie
ter- (appelative) "pravat® (1) (pare & ‘tax: =t 0 te o, ("W
wnlk on the ridre, along it we 41c not elix up towmrds the
sucidt, we do not o down intc the valley, but rather we walk
in this -~anner, 'de—a pravaty,' that is, alony the ridre.”
(Gh. Modrus of Perisani-lovistea, Septer ar 1953)), which lives
today as such in the speech of the people of lovistea. There-
fore in order to distincuish fro- the ter loviste, which has
disappeared fro.: live speech, the ter~ ™pravat™ still Mrses as
such, Interesting also is the orony . Leul which the people of
Lovistea explain by a fantastic falrytales, but which is very
probably of anthroponynie origin (3. For exarple the nez.e of
the farily Leu is sncountered in Gaesti Rayon.).

We encounter only one hydrony: which is not at the sare
tie an oronyr, nnnely Topologul. The river with this naxe
springs fron the Negoiul and Scarn :owntains., Although it 1s
called Topolog starting right fro: the feet of the Nesoiul,
Topelo: is not a naiw 'of this area," but. a na e which has
coue fro-: the remion where the river overflows into the Olt,
becauss only there has the nare Topolog appeared (1) (The
5lavic word topol "plop"™ /poplar/; therefore: "the river with
the valley full of poplara® (paze 72). At this point we fcr-
ulate and keep in uind the principle that in ;eneral the na-es
of rivers do nct spring fro:. whence the rivers spring, but
rnther the naiss renerally come into being near ths outh of
the rivers or oh their -dddle @ov-.e »~! nre crrried fro there

rownnds the source,
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III, FROM MANECIU UNGURENI (AT THE ISSUE OF THE TELEAJEX
PROM THE MOUNTAINS) OVER CIUCAS, TC THE BEND OF THE BUZAUL
The nazn Teleajen, carried by one of our i-portant Car-

pathian rivers, is the first nane which is interesting., It is
derived fro: the old Slavic ulega-pm means "the river in whose
valley there is a cart road.®. Of particular irportance is the
fact that linguists have also been able to specify the epoch
in which the foru: Telsajen came into being, into the Runanian
langquaze, from the Slavic "telega,” that is, before the tenth
century (I. i. Candrea, Problems de toponiuie /Probles of
Topony—y/ (being printed), page 203). a

Caonsequently Teleajen is one M—.mxiax‘xi hydrony= of ancient
Slavic origin, 1Its si:;nificanoq is particularly i-portant
in historic geographic and historic economic relations. It
proves in truth that even before the tenth century there
existed a Trans-Carpathian cart road in the Teleajen Valley
between Transylvania and Muntenia. The Tel:-jen pass is also
shown by historical decuments as one of the oldest Trans-

Carpathian cozueraial roads (4).

Fror Cheia over Rosul Mountain we reach the highsat
zountain of the Teleajen and Busau groups, Clucasul (1,957 =).
It occuplies a central position in the mountains between Teleajen
and Busau where it ocoupies a domdnant position because of its
heicht and its relative isolation. Both this mountain and the
~assif with the sam nams have poor pastures which are invaded
by juniper trees and a hay-liks srass which is aroided by

flocks, and both have very few sprin-s,
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Pro. Clucas the view toward the south and southeast,
townrd Tatarul llare, Tatarul Mie, 3iriul, and Penteleul
-ountains 1s blocked. Toward the northeast we c.n see the
larze intra-ontane deprossion of Intorsurii Busaulul unfolding
(before us). To the north ths large valley of Tirlung(ul) opens
up in continurtion of the Teleajen Valley. To the west the
view nsets ~ountains with developed upper platfor=s extending

as far as the Prahova Valley.

The principal orony s of the Ciucas massif and its
surroundin: area are Bobul Mic, Bobul Mare, Babesul, Bratoces,
Mount Cailor, Ciucasul, Chirusca, Virful iui Crail, Drago-irul,
Dun-ul, Plaiul lul Gherghel, Grohotisul, Hulits, Magura, Nebunul,
Penteleul, Platra laptelui, Rosul, Sfintu-Ilie, 3iriul, Tatarul,
Tatarusul, Tesla, Valea Stinei, "Tigaile' Mare and "Tigaile

¥ded, and Zaganul.

For the tie being ws are dropping the naws of Penteleul

and the name of Siriul, both of which will iic discussed later.

Of the 21 oronyas (without Penteleul and sSirdiul), 14,
that is, 4% are anthropony:ic. The other 7 express either
~sographic character (Grohotisul) or other characteristics or
phencmena in comnection with the respective mountains, for
example, Platra Laptelui, Sfintu-Ilie, etc. The last oronyn
(8fintu~Ilie) has the sams meaning as Fata lui 3fintu Ilde,

the na:e of a nountain to the east of Lovistea,
we will discuss the nanes Ciuecasul and Tigalle.

Cluoasul 1s the highest :ountain in all of the Carpathians
hetween Prahova Valley end Ceahlau (1,957 ). It is situated an
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the msdian 1ine of the waxium heights and is on the frontier
line of old Rumania s Austro-Hungary. Howsver Ciucasul is
not a mountain properly spealdng, that is, what we have seen
as the popular :eaning of this terr, an extensive pasturable
surtaci which is much nore a corplex of sharp su-mits, devoid

of vegetation and ocovered with <igantic arrow-like peaks juttin-

up vertically.

The name of Clucas 1s interesting because of the fact
that 1t is the first orony: of certain Hungarian origin that

we have recorded in our profiles.

“+ Hungarian geologist named Balogh Emo, in an article
entitled "A 3gekelyfold kapulaban™ (In the Cateway of Secuimie),
has suzgested that the nare of Clucas is probably derived fro:.
the Hungarian word csuka, pike, because of the fact tnat
Ciucasul has some rocks which are pilm-shaped (Note 1).

Finally one other Hungarian scietist, Arvay Jogsef, has shown
that the nane of Clucasul is nothing but ths ancient fazily naws
of Csukas (Note 2), oertainly, we add, the nam® of an owner

of Cliucasul at some tine.

(fiote 1] From a letter by tho geographer E. Molnar of
the "Bolyai" University at Cinj, who has investigatecd Hungarian

literature at our request concerning this nama,)

({ote 2/ In his study, "A barcasagi hetfalu helynereil”
(the toponyuwy of the 7 Cangae villages of Tara Birei), page 203
(from the sane lettsr as above). It is probably a simple coin-
cidence that the cnomastic Csukas is derived fro- fcsuca®™
(= stiuca @:Lks] in the Hungarian language), the terw fro-. which
Balogh Zrno derives Ciucas "for its jagged rocks in the shape

~
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of pikes." This coxparison is otherwise very suitable, at
least for some of the vertical rocks of Clucas which we have
compared to glantic arrow-liks peaks., However the rocks of
Cuices could have been named by chance after a property owner

whose nawe ~eant stiuea /rock/.)

Tigaile. A curiocus nane, ospeciz;uy since it i3 no
loncer encountered in Carpathia, Another of its curdiosities
is that the 2 ountains (Tigaile mari and Tisaile ici) so
na'sad, have nothing in cowumon wdth a frying pan, that is, they
do not in general have the for:d g’gantic excavations and do
not present in their appearance the for: of hollowed out
places by which the peopls could comzpare the: with frying pans.
This orony: would have appeared, howsver, in its place if it
had been applied to a mountain of the Fagaras peaks or of the
Paring or Retesatul massifs whers the sides of the ountains
are scooped out by gigantis glacial cirques. But in the Ciucasul

nassif such forms are corpletely lacking.

Azong the terms which our pecple apply to ths jngged
peaks, for such are the disturbing conglumrate rocks which
rise yp over Clucas like a field of arrow peals, is that of
neiglau” or "tsiglaum (1) /See Nota/. However the plural
of tsiqglau is tsiglae or tsiglal., It is the very ter: which
a peasant from Ciucas used in putting a question to :ambers
of the Institute for Geographical Research on 2% June 1953,
when they were preparing to ali'b the jagged peaks of Ciucasul:
“But why are you cliubing up on the taiglai?" (Page 23,
T{glou or taiglau are vardanus of Cielau (ibid) and 3+ ias
interesting that even on tY% road fro. Clucas to the custo s-

house of Buguau a s-aller rountain is called Ciclaul,)

- 23 -
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Of course, the nane Tigalle could not be anything but a
distortion of the form T3iZlai(le) and for the origin of this
distortion there rust have been an error in a cartographic
transoription. To the cartographer the tera conssquently zust
have seaxd curious and f:ise (if he was not fariliar with it)
and has caused a case ir which transcribing Tigaile instead of
Tizlaile has only spread an ervor. Finally tourists adopting
the error on the map have copled it feithfully and thus pop-
ularised it in larger and larger circles, This error has
finally been adopted by even the shepherds of the Clucas
nasslf, whe, hearing that the Mgentlemsn with the —ap™ said
Tigaile, berzan to say it in the same way, forgetting the
Tizlails of yore. (This case of the acceptance of a distorted
forn of a toponyn by the very people who zave the orizinal name
is not unique. We ovrselves have hnd occasion to verifly how
shepherds froxz Mount Curmatura Oltetuluil said Nedelea for
Mount Nedela because after seeing the incorrect form of
Nedelea on a touristts :map they accordingly pronounced it as

Nedeia and still do.)

We belisve that th': is the history of Tigalle and we
propose a return to the correct form of Tiglaels or Tiglaile.

It is supposed that the name of Mount Tesla also presents
a si-dilar case. There is either a question here too of an
aerror in cartographic transcription or perhaps it is a question
of a Hungarian orenyn distorted in the pronunciation of the
shapherds and ths Rumanian populatien in conjunction.

Other oronyzs which we encountered on the -ountain road
frox Ciueas and Vaza Busaulul ars Ciclaul (a hill) Fortois

-~

~ -~
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(Note 1), Fundul mmtelui, Plaiul (Note 2), Urlatorii, Poisna
Cordunii (Note 3), "La Predeal™ (a forest glade), Poians Sesialui,
Pe Stri-bul, Polann Sipoatels, and Titila and Urlatozrea (the
lost 2 are the namss of the 2 ridges between which the village

of Vasza Busaului is Jocated); also the hydrony:s, piriul

(brock) Boului, piriul Dalghiului, piriul Petii, Lar.a, and

Urlatoarea.

(fliote 1/ '"Fortois is & ri -e with foreats"” (Vistor

Rohan from Vasa Bagaulul).)

(fNote 2/ "We say plal for poiana (forest glade)" (the
sare informer). A different sense therefore them to the west

of Olt.)

(fliote 3/ Poian. Jorcunii is located near the villaqe
of Vaua Busaulu'e At some tims there was probably a ilitary
zuari there at the custo.s house (frc. whence the name of the

village) for the Pasul Tatarulul (Tatarul Pass),)

The naes . £ the I. an settlo.ents fro-. the region of
the "springs” and of the ™dndings™ of the Busaul are especially
i-po~tant. They are Acrisul, Barvanul (-ii), Bobocen, lradetul,
Buswlul (Fundu Tusaului), Chirghisau, Clu.wmie, Crasna,
Crivznn, Floroa. are, ¥.oroala lca, Cil a, Intorsurn Dusaulul,

Lajautd, Sarasa:  dta Dusaulul, Vaca Busaulul, and Zabreatenu,

The entire :.stri - the Intorsura depressiun nn! nll the
s10:tle ents in !t 43 cnlied Busnei Uy the loonl populzce, s
.3 " distrdet o driaul is populm-ly oallet Urenele. .ca)

pusiinl @ ‘paphianl co'itions ca the cre hant, ! 6 ' e

-2 -
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othar hand ths fact that this depressicn is a continuation
of Tara Blrsel, supp rt the conjecture that at least sore o~
ths hmran settleasnts here tust be very olde Hence tha intcrest

in 4heir naces.

Of these L are comnected with the nae of Busaul: Into~
surs Busaului, Sita Busaului, Vawma Busaului, and Busoelul.
The topony.: Vama Busaulul haa its origin in the fact that nesar
the village with this na:e passed cne of the medieval trans-~
Carpa.hian rcads and there here was the place for customs
(Vn & @ans custouzs house)., The na-s of Intorsura Busaului
is perhaps, becsuse of its appearance, a very old Rumzanian na:»,
gertainly as old as the village itself, which cccuples the most
favorsbla position in the entire region, the place where the
Bupeul "bends' its sourse towards the south and where it has
cut cut an unexpectedly largze valley. The name of 3ita
Busaului atlill has not been explained by speclalists, Busocelul
however 1s only the di:: ative of Bussu.

Of the other na.e- of settlesments 3 appear to be anthro-
ponyris: Barcanul (Bares. i), Bobocea (from the saze fa-ily
with the perscnal nams B .tocea, Cirstocea}, and Floroaia (very
probably "ihs wife of ont Floroiu originalliyn).

Aorisul and Bradetul are the names of brooks at whose
mouths are lcoated the respective halets. The first nawe
appears .0 be derived by popular styology froz Agrdis (this
is derdved in turmn froz the Hungarinn ezeres (alder foresta)
(1) (pace 31). The secord name co:es froz the collective
noun derived from: fbrad" (f3r tree).
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Crasna, Crivina, Ladauti, Cin srmie. The firel =f Uwes
topony'ss can be derived either fro. the ({ld Llavic krssinil
(beautiful) or from the Bulgarisn kr-sen (the sa e earing
or rore immediately fro= the Ulaminian lan-uaze (e¢f. the
Ukrainian place na.e Krasna) (1) (paze 88). The topenyy
Crivina was probably given by the Ru.snian population since
today crivina (thicket) is also an nppellative in the Ru-anian
lenruage. However the topony s of Ladautl amd Clumemic are
very probably of Ukrainian origin, the first because of its
suffix (The village Papauti is located to the northeast of
Intorsura Busaulul, between Covasna to the north and Zagon to
the south.), the second, both through its spatial proxi dty
to Ledavtld, and for the faoct that the naze of the Clursma
tributary of the Moldova River has been derived by -any
specialists fro: the Ukrainian ce:er (black hellebore) (8).
(It is true that in the Bulgarian language the black hellabore
is note called by ths sams name as in the Ukrainian language.
However it is adm:tted that the toponyn Clu:ernic of the
Intorsura Busaulul depression is of eastern Slavic origin for
reasons which we have explained., Weigand hes shown in his other
studies that the Ukrainian influsnoe on the topony-y of the
Ruuanian Carpathians stopped not far to the west of the bend
of the Vrancea., In other words in the Intorsura Busaului
rezion we did not find ourselves on the right hand of this

14 4t.)

No less interesting are the last 3 settlement na.es,
Chiechirau, 3Saramnas, and Zabratau, All 3 have a Hungarian
phone:w. Chiehirau appears to have co-¢ fro.. the Hungarian
Tekerc, vnlley with sanderings. It is very probably of this

-2 -
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orizin since there are other Hungarian topomy:s in this region,
for exarmple, (lucas, Fortois, which we have :entioned, and
another, Ghilcos hill, for exapls, which is near Intorsura
Bassulul, Yoreover we will see that Hungarian topany:s emter
this revion and to the south of the Carpathians,

To conclude what has been sald, the topony=y of the
region of the bend of the Busaul shows us that here we find a
3~fold Runanian-Hun¢arian-Eastern 3lav topony:dic border. The
eastern Slav influsnce has come fro- the east, the Hungarian

fro= the north.

Some researchers have claimed that even the nam of
Busaul could be of Hungarian origin (the Hungarian forwation
on the basis of a Slavie etymon) (1) (page 31, note 6). No
ons gould oppose however any direct and complste derivation of
this naie fro- the eastern Slavie "if we admtt that eastemn
Slavs lived in parts of the Busaul int he thirteenth and
fourteenth centuriss,” Howsver in our opdnion the naze o’
Busaul could not-be soc new and it could not in any case te
separnted from ths old Musecs-Mbuseos as V. Pirvan hes claiced.
(V. Pirvan has =lzimed that the Ruumanian na:e Busaul couH be
& direct contimuance of the "trac® which "sounds like Buseos
but has been transcribed Musecs in placs of Mbuseos" (Iorgu
Iorden, op. cit., page 41, note 6). Nor does acadenxician E.
Petrovicl exclude the possibility that the Busaul of todsy could
have been called Buseos in antiquity. Homeve—~ the zctual nane
Busaul "eould not be in this case a direct continuance of the
ancient Buseos which is a Slavie revision of Buseos, finally
transuitted into the Rumanian language.™) Otherwise it is
known that the st enduring of the topony-s are the nn-es of
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rivers and most of all the names of large rivers, succeeding
peoples on the shore of these rivers transuitting from one
to another the oldest nazs and not giving the . a new name for

the rivers.

IV, FROM INTORSURA BUZAULUI (NORTH) AS FAR A5 NEHOIAS (SOUTH)
IN THE VALLEY OF THE BUZAU RIVER

The average altitude in the intramontane depression of
Intorsura Busaului is 800 ::, Frou Intorsura Busauwlul the river
with the sa:me nane heads toward ths south, cutting into the
Carpathians transversally for a distance of cirea 40 k1 as
far as Nehoias, At Cheia Busaului (the defile through which
ths river runs before its issue from the :ountains) the altitude
is 510 e A national highway, built in the last decade of
the nineteenth century, accoxprnies the river all along the
course of this long trans-Carpathian penetration.

The villages with the nates of Hungarian origin, Chichirau,
Sararas, and Zabratau, are situated in the same psrt of the valley,
hatween Intorsura and Cheia. This name seems to indicate an
ancient current of the Hungarian pecple from Transylvania toward
the sub-Carpathian region of the Busaul fro:: Muntenia.

The names of the 2 neardby mountains Penteleul and Siriul
also have the sawe significance. The nawe of Siriul has been
considered moreover by Weigand ss belng of Hungarian origin.

The fact 1s interesting, even 1f for the mament we should not
consider it as anything but a hypothesis. Ths hypothesis
howsver is supported, among other ways, by the na:s of Pentelesul

which also has a Hungnrrian appearance and brings us to the
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name of Mount Bendelsul in the irles Besin., (For this Bendeleul,
probably an old form of Bedelsu, see Gonterporanyl [The Con-
temporary/ 31 August 1951, For the probable Hungarian origin

of the orony: Pentelsul, we have the attestation of the name

of Mount Mislausul near Patae Brook, which has its source in
this mountain and whigh appears to be Hungarian. Patac with
origin in the Slarb potog (for this pouib:!.lity see Iorgu
Iordan, op. oit., pags 70).)

Several k- to the south of Cheia Busaului the brook
Hartami, & nrme which also appears to have a Hungardian origin,
enpties into this river frow the east. At the fest of Pentelsul,
in Cislau Rayon, is the village of Panstau. To the south and
southwest of Cislsu are the villages (and the brooks with the
same naue) of Laposul and Miresul. (Laposul has as its base
the Hungarian lapos, swampy (Iorgu Iordan, page 35), but
Miresu is based on the Hungarian nyires, birch grove. (ibid.,
page 58).) Both of these nanes are of Hungarian origin as is
the name Chiojdul, the nawe of the 2 villages to the northsast
of Cislau. The 2 high hills Picosul and Catliasul, both with
Hungarian physiognoxy (at lsast through suffixes), are located
to the north and northszst of the 2 Chiojduls.

We are continuing the profile on the other side of the
southern limit of the Carpathisns froa this place, in order
to show that the partis]l Humgarisn toporymy is not fortuitous
or inexplicable. On the contrary, as a confirmation of the
fnot, existing Hungarian toponyu:s enter, as we see, even into
the sub-Carpathian Pusaul.
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The topony:y of the Carpathians and sub-Carpathian Busaul
need not surprise us since at some tite in this region there
existed a district called Secueni {or of Saaoului) menticned
in docunsnts as early as 1603 and zbolished on 1 January 1845.
Since it was called Secuieni, the distriet imust have had at
soxs tine a population, if not in the majority, at least partially
Ssakler ﬁerm used to deseribe people of Hungarian origin living
in Ruuania/,

Prom the Ssekler population of long ago in this reglon,
the Hungarian toponymy which we have presented has remained.

How do we explain the existence of this old Hungaiian
population in a region which was called an entire distriot

and from which we have been left a relatively rich toponywy?

In the southeast of Transylvania, to th® right of the
Busaul and Teleajen Carpathians thers lived in the past, and
today also, a compact mass of Smekler people. As a part of
the Runanian peasant population from Tarn Birsel left their
native districts and crossed to the south of the Carpathians,
shunning the feudal exploitation of Tranavlvania and establish-
ing vHungarian® villages in sub-Carpathian Muntenia, in the
snme way and for ths sane reasons a part of the Ssekler ponu-
lation of southeast Transylvania orossed over to this side
of the Carpathians, in search of a better existencs,

This emigration froi: the rorth to the south of the Car-
pathirns was faeilitated by the natural physical geographic
conditions of the Busaul and Teleajen mountains, In truth it

hud alwnys been emsy to pass fro: one part of the Car, .thians
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to another Ly the narrow pssses of Busaul and Teleajen, a fuot
confirsed by Lhe great antiquity of the commercial roads along
these passes. The old Slavic nane of Teleajen, with its signi-

ficance as a road for transportation, acts as a confir:ation,

CONCLUS3IONS

1. The toponyxwy of the southsrn Carpsthians is very rich.
In comnection with this, we should recall the words of a Hun-
garian writer who, after having lived 15 years in the midst
of the Rwaanian shepheris of tha Carpathians, wrote "there
cannot be found anywhere on the face of the earth another
people whose lives are so closely cormected with the nountains®
ani also Min the regions of Transylvania with all their inhabi-
tants of different nationalities, m one could mow =211 the
gorners and hidden places of the mountaina as well as the
Rumanians who gave characteristic nases toc even the rost insig-

nificant peaks, growths, and brooks™ (9).

This rich toponymy is the expression of the close con-
nections which existed between the population of Rusania and
the Carpathians, connections which hed their origin in the
natural eonditions of thess regions and which wers very favor-
able for the developuent of an extensive pastaral egonomy which
is one of ths oldest and most dmi.opod in the northern
hemisphare,

Up until a histordic eposh not too far distant, these
connecticrns were also closer than today (we speak of the con~
nsgtion in the framwork and conditions of the fewxdal systenm).

These connections nre referred to in scne docuzents and in
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particular in the nuwerous names for the Nedela and S5fintv-Ilie
rowntains, even .ore thain thos e names menticnéd in our e port
(Note 1) and which follow one snother al-ost without inter-
ruption from the Iron Gates to the bend of the Vrancei. On
each mountain with this name there were held every year on the
same date the so-called 'bagaars of 2 countries," the centers
of Carpathian exchange betwesen the peopie in the lowlanda and
thoss on the 2 mountain sides, which had been rummin: r about
2 certarr ns wmtil the beginnings of capltalisa- in Ruitanla -ade
the: wniessary end they cane down {rou the Carpathians into

the plains below (lote 2),

(fSote 1/ Only in the —ountains between the sources of
the Western Jiu, Cerma, and thoss of the Bistra do we have at
least 10 mountains which were named or are still called Nedeis.
In a doouwssnt of 1520, 3 .ountnins (ealled) Nedsia are nentioned
here. In the Parin:. massif, = bartering had been held until a
quarter of 8 century ago on a large nusber of -ountains, while
in the Sebes ountains, the bartering is held today on 4-5
ountains (or. the mowntains of Batrina, Dobroaia, Jigorul, etc).)

(flicte 2/ Thus for example the anclent basaar which was
1.01d on Mount Nedeiul at the sources of the Ojtet is now
stually t.e fair of Polovragl (20 July). The one that was
wld on Pat.. lul Sfintu-Ilie is held today in these ti-ss at
itestli, The one on Mount Sfintu=Ilis north of Ci.pilunc=tuscel
rotua'ly the fair which is held in thia oit; on 30 July,
+ & ancien. bvasaar which was held on Penteleul is actually v

tipn crben' fr4r which is held anmually it [mmau (X, June), etc,
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2, Yost ol the southern Carpathian orony:s have
anthroponyrdc origins, that is, they are the names of the forrer
owners of the respective mountains. In this category are the
oronymns Negoiul and Moldovanul, with the highest peaks in Runania
(2,535 and 2,543 1 reapectively). The first anthroponywie
orony-mhave of cowrse appeared within the process of the lis-
integriation of the primitive sormmal syste: of the nntive
Carpathian population and to crystallise the slave-holding
system, that is, the appsarance of private ownership of the
land, Howsver, as the anthroponynic oronyus have in general
a linited 1ife (usually as the owner changes, the nsze of the
mountadn chenges), it appears that most of the actual anthro-
ponymic oronyms are not very old. (However some of these are

attested to by docurents as long ago as 500 years.)

3. Another category of oronyns is that which refers to
the different geographical characteristios of the mountains,

{a) Oronyns which refer to the for: of the mountains

(s% edul, Retesatul, eto)

(b) Oronyms which refsr to a charasteristic element
¢ vegetation (Purul, Sorada, Seorusul, Stevia), (We have seen
t -t mountains in the popularagoeptance of the notion are sur-
frces vhose gharacteristic is the corplete lack of arborescent
vegetaticn. Stevia, Purul, and Sorada are actually the namnes
of elements of herbifercus vegetation. Only Scorusul is an
exception. Here it is a question however of mountains which
have or have had in ocertain more sheltered points only groves

of hemlook trees.)
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{¢) Orony:s which refer to a lrex of vemstaiiin, %~

bare rock (Peleags, Custura).

{d) Oronyms which refer to » charmeteristic < fuuna

(Cerbul, Zisbrul, etc).

(e) Oronyms which refer to the colors of the cuntains
(Deaiul Negru /See Note/, Te:ma, Nopteasa). (/Note/ There
exist mountains with this name (Dealul) with a heisht of
about 2,000 m and even some over 2,000 : (in the Sebes and

Lotrul mountains.)

4e Oronyms with thedir origin in opecific pastoral
tersdnology (Baluasul, perhaps Bulsul, then Urda~Urdele [See
Note/, ete). (/Note/ In the cmcmasticon of the population
at the feet of the Paring (mountains) there exists however the

family name of Urdea.)

5. In reference to hydrony:s, it is notewortiy that
the nawe of s:all streaws (brooks) are the samwe as the nates
of the :ountains from whence they spring (they are therefore
loan names), and that as a gonsequence they are ore recent
than the corresponding orony:s. In reference tc the nanes of
the :ore inportant dvers, it is observed that they are not
identicsl with the names of ths rountains fro: which they
apring, that is, they are not loan names but particular na-es.
The fact is that these hydronyus have passed cn up towards
the sources of the respective rivers, co-dng frou: the .idddle
or lower courses of the rivers where they on s into being,
for exn-ple, Topolorul, Gilortul, Argesul, Cltetul. In view
of this they do not, properly spsakdng, for . part of the

Cirpathinn hydrony e
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"« Another important stateneni, valid for the topony.yy
of the whole southern Carpathlans, is that under the harmonious
relations of the linguistic origins, there are 2 principal
sourcss of these toponyms, the Latin lexicon (Rumanian-Latin)
and the Slavie lexiocon (Romanisn-Slavie). In spite of the
fact that the basic terzs, appellatives which cover the entire
Carpnthian region and the adjoining sub=Carpathian depressiocns,
aro anolent terms with their origins in Latin, for examnple,
~unte, plai, tara, nevertheless, the Slavic percentage of the
orony:s and hydronyas is irpressively rich., It is the exprees-
ion of the equally important role the Slavic people have played
not anly in the formation but in the historical evolution of

the Rurnanian people.

7. To the east of Teleajen howevsr there also appesar
toponyus of Hungardan origin, beginni:.- with the name of the
cldest peak, Ciuncasul. Of the 1l naxes of lmran settlements
in the Busau depression 3 are of the saze origin. A sizilarly
new elexent in this depression is the appearance of toporym:s
of an sastern Slaviec origin which are sncountered here, with
topany.y of a south Danubian Slavie physicgnosy, the only
toponymy apparently present in the Carpathians to the west of
Taleajen. The Busau depression is thus presented as a region
of toponysnic crossroads. Here there are sncowuntered Latin
Runanian and Slavie-Runanian (of Slavie Bulgarian ordgin)
toponyuy with toponymy of Hmpgarian origin whish cores fron the
north and with toponymny of eastern Slavie orizin (Ukrainisn)
which comes fro: the nartheast, that ia, fro: the territory
of Moldova. The Hungarian topony:y is also present to the
south of the ountains, in sub=Carpathian Busau. Also in the
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snw places thers alsc appears toponyy of an eastern Slavic
oridn,

1.

2.

3.

b

Te
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